Wedding Day Issues – Making it Memorable for the Right Reasons: Survey Reveals What Brides Want More of and What Guests Want Less of.
For couples and guests alike, there are certain aspects that can make a wedding day memorable for all the right reasons, and others that make it better forgotten. The Wedding Planner School conducted a survey with 192 women to see what brides would do differently and what makes guests wish they’d declined their invitation.

Brides were asked what they would change about their day and happily 16% said they would not change a thing. Making the day longer was a request from 10%, while 8% would like more entertainment for them and their guests. A helping hand would be useful to many brides as 5% wished for more help with the planning & coordinating of their big day. Wedding planners can help with both planning requirements and on the day coordination. Although they can’t add hours to the day they can alleviate stress and bring peace of mind so that the couple can concentrate on enjoying every minute of their day and leave the hard work to someone else.
The survey also revealed that 5% wished they could change their choice of groom, but bottom of the list with a barely registering 0.5% was the desire to have eloped instead!

Wedding guests reported that the occassion had been spoilt by bad food (15%) and bad DJs (14%), while the ever unpopular table plan splitting friends & family upsets 12% of guests. 
Wedding Planner School spokeswoman Celeste Thompson said: “The food problems could be prevented with a thorough food tasting session at the venue, giving the couple a chance to sample the wedding breakfast and assess the presentation and taste. It is also important to take into account the smell of the building while the food is being cooked. When it comes to suppliers such as DJs, personal recommendations are best, but if none are forthcoming it is crucial that couples request testimonials and follow them up, to ensure that the guests’ toes are tapping.”

Diplomacy and thoughtfulness are a must with the seating plan, when the couple should bear in mind that weddings can be the only time that the whole family gets to socialise together. Alternatively wedding planners can take care of these issues, allowing the bride and groom to focus on the fun things.
However the embarrassment of a dancing drunken relative no longer tops the poll at 5%. The things that bother people least (1% of guests) were listening to speeches and being made to dance.
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The Wedding Planner School was set up to train wedding and event planners and to provide a benchmark of quality that all wedding planners must work to. The School is dedicated to providing its students with the required training and education needed to develop key skills and knowledge in the field. It offers a range of levels and options for study within a supportive and stimulating environment. From accredited foundation courses for beginners seeking employment or wanting to start their own business, to advanced courses for the more experienced. The Wedding Planner School offers accredited certified taught weekend courses (in a variety of UK cities including Bristol, Bath, London, Leeds, Manchester & Swindon) and Open University-style correspondence courses, which cover all components of successful wedding and event management. Courses cost between £495-£650.
Courses for the next six months include: 

19th – 20th February 2011 – Manchester,

26th – 27th February 2011 – London,

19th – 20th March 2011 – Bristol,

14th – 15th May 2011 – London

21st – 22nd May 2011 – Bristol (Intermediate Level).

Journalists are welcome to attend a course free of charge.  Please contact us for available dates or see our website. For more information visit www.theweddingplannerschool.org.uk, email admin@theweddingplannerschool.org.uk or phone 0131 208 4177.

The School has launched a research project to find out more about women’s lives, careers, family, weddings (both past and future) and the inspiration they receive from celebs, royalty, TV and films for those weddings, along with their dream jobs and their fantasy wedding party.  Statistics on these are available on request based on a minimum sample of 190 British women.
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