Top Tips for the Mother and Father of the Groom
Your son and his partner have announced their engagement, exciting times lie ahead but what exactly does your role entail? The Wedding Planner School, famous for helping brides and new professional wedding planners, give, their top tips to help the mother and father of the groom….
1. An Engagement is Announced – Your son and future daughter-in-law have broken the exciting news, now modern etiquette dictates that the mother of the groom invites the bride’s parents to dinner to celebrate. If you live too far apart to meet send a note to the mother of the bride, introducing yourself (if you have not already been introduced) and telling her how thrilled you are about the engagement.
2. Rehearsal Dinner – The rehearsal dinner is an Irish-American tradition, not a British one and is intended to introduce the wedding party to each other on the night before the wedding, or thereabouts. It should be a relatively intimate sit down dinner, to allow polite discussion, and will be by invitation only. This event is usually hosted by the groom’s parents, since the bride’s family will be taking care of the majority of the other costs and planning responsibilities.
3. What to Wear – When choosing your outfit check the colour theme with the bride, and liaise with her mother to ensure that you don’t have the awkwardness of outfits that clash.
4. Honeymoon – While it is tradition that the father of the bride pays most of the costs, there is no reason why you can’t contribute financially.  You could offer to pay for the honeymoon, the church fees and suits for the grooms party. 
5. The Receiving Line – The receiving line at the reception venue is a good chance to get to speak to all of the guests, and to meet your son’s new relations. The mother of the bride is the first in line, followed by the bride’s father, the groom’s mother and father, and then the bride and groom themselves.
6. Wedding Planner – TheWeddingPlannerSchool.org.uk offers a FREE wedding planning or coordination service for brides nationwide. If you feel that your son and future daughter-in-law might benefit from this to help alleviate stress then contact The Wedding Planner School. Plus, if you wish you were the one planning the wedding consider booking yourself onto a course to learn how to start a successful career as a professional wedding and event planner.  WPS will give money saving tips, the secrets of profitable careers and how to avoid nasty surprises!
7. Recessional Escort – On leaving the church to the recessional music the father of the bride will escort the mother of the groom, and the father of the groom will escort the mother of the bride back up the aisle.

8. Take Your Seat – Take time to get your head around the seating arrangements: the groom’s mother usually sits next to the father of the bride, with the mother of the bride seated next to the father of the groom. This is not set in stone, and can be altered to allow both sets of parents to be seated together.

9. Say Grace – If there is not a minister present (either from the wedding or as a guest) then the father of the bride will say Grace. However the father of the groom can offer to do this to relieve the bride’s father from one duty, and to feel more involved in the proceedings, as he will then have the chance to speak to all present.
10. Plenty of tissues – Today is going to be one of the most emotional days of your life. Make sure that you have plenty of tissues (and for the mother waterproof mascara!) on hand to dry your eyes.
ENDS

Other Top Tips for the Wedding Party include: Groom, Best Man, Maid of Honour, Bridesmaids, Mother of the Bride, Father of the Bride, Ushers.
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The Wedding Planner School was set up to train wedding and event planners and to provide a benchmark of quality that all wedding planners must work to. The School is dedicated to providing its students with the required training and education needed to develop key skills and knowledge in the field. It offers a range of levels and options for study within a supportive and stimulating environment. 

The School runs a part time One-Year High-End Wedding & Event Management and Business Start-Up Programme offering expert mentoring to provide support for those wanting to start their own wedding and events business while learning all about the planning details. The course will start in January 2012, and will include five training sessions with one class held across the North and another across the South (including a venue in Bristol), and monthly telephone mentoring surgeries to guide the trainees through the process of setting up in business. Trainees will plan the exclusive end-of-year fashion party (coinciding with London Fashion Week February 2013), with the opportunity for additional work experience. The course fee is £2850.

Short courses are available from accredited foundation courses for beginners seeking employment or wanting to start their own business, to advanced courses for the more experienced. The Wedding Planner School offers accredited certified taught weekend courses (in a variety of UK cities including Bristol, London, Leeds and Manchester) and Open University-style correspondence courses, which cover all components of successful wedding and event management. Courses cost between £545-£650.  
Weekend courses for the next six months include: 
3rd – 4th March 2012 – London

10th – 11th March 2012 – London (Intermediate)

21st – 22nd April 2012 – Manchester

16th – 17th June 2012 – Bristol

21st – 22nd July 2012 – Swindon

18th – 19th August 2012 – Leeds

20th – 21st October 2012 – London

27th – 28th October 2012 – London (Intermediate)

10th – 11th November 2012 – Bristol

17th – 18th November 2012 – Bristol (Intermediate)
Journalists are welcome to attend a course free of charge or the introductory session of the one-year course.  Please contact us for available dates or see our website. For more information visit www.theweddingplannerschool.org.uk, email admin@theweddingplannerschool.org.uk or phone 0131 208 4177.

The School has launched a research project to find out more about women’s lives, careers, family, weddings (both past and future) and the inspiration they receive from celebs, royalty, TV and films for those weddings, along with their dream jobs and their fantasy wedding party.  Statistics on these are available on request based on a minimum sample of 190 British women.
Wedding Planner School staff are available for further comment and a stock of hi-resolution images are available.
