Top Tips for the Father of the Bride
Your daughter is getting married and it falls to you to take up your duty as the father of the bride, but you’re not sure exactly what this entails. The Wedding Planner School, famous for helping new professional wedding planners and giving lots of free help to the wedding party, gives their top tips to help the father of the bride.
1. Role of Father of the Bride – The role of the father of the bride is to guide and support his daughter, while fulfilling official duties.
2. Paying the Cost – In today’s society not all of the costs are paid by the father of the bride, with the couple themselves paying a considerable amount. Traditionally the costs are split between the father of the bride and the groom. The father paying for the wedding breakfast; wedding dress and bridesmaids dresses; transport for the bride and his family; flowers and decorations; stationery; drinks; hen night; entertainment; gift for bridesmaids; accommodation for the family; wedding night accommodation for the bride and groom. Plus the cost of purchasing a suit, unless they are rented, when the groom pays the hire cost.
3. Wedding Planner – TheWeddingPlannerSchool.org.uk offers a FREE wedding planning or coordination service for brides nationwide. If you feel that your daughter might benefit from this to help alleviate stress then let her know. Plus, if she is enjoying planning the wedding so much that she wants it to last forever, she should book herself onto a course to learn how to turn your talents into a successful career as a professional wedding and event planner. WPS will give money saving tips, the secrets of profitable careers and how to avoid nasty surprises!
4. Cleaner Car Equals Cleaner Clothes – A cleaning cloth should be used to wipe around the car frame where the bride will enter and exit the car. The most common marks that are hardest to remove are oil and mud so prevention is key!

5. Giving Away (or Sharing at Least) – Having led the bride to the altar you then give her away to the groom and you can then take a seat along with the chief bridesmaid.  The vicar may require you later on to present the bride’s hand before the exchange of rings too.
6. Mother of the Groom – On leaving the church to the recessional music the father of the bride will escort the mother of the groom back up the aisle.

7. Receiving Line – If desired a receiving line can be organised at the reception venue, within which you will be required to take your place next to the mother of the bride, and before the mother of the groom.
8. Grace – If the wedding party desire to have grace before the wedding breakfast, and there is not a minister present, you may be required to say grace, or consider asking the father of the groom to do this and so make him feel more involved and to give him the chance to address those present.
9. The Speech – Possibly the most daunting part of the evening which is sometimes done before the dinner so that the food can be enjoyed without nerves. It befalls the father of the bride to make the first speech. He says how proud he and his wife are of the beautiful bride; welcomes their new ‘son’ into the family, along with the groom’s family as an extension of theirs; imparts advice for a happy and lasting marriage; toasts the bride and groom. Make sure that you practice it with some reliable and honest friends. Do not copy it from the internet but choose one of the many guides if you are having problems.

10. Formal Dance – It is not uncommon for the father of the bride to have a dance with his daughter after the first dance – especially in American and Irish families - so have your dancing shoes ready and have a quick practice beforehand if you feel the need.
ENDS

Other Top Tips for the Wedding Party include: Groom, Best Man, Maid of Honour, Bridesmaids, Mother of the Bride, Mother & Father of the Groom, Ushers.
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The Wedding Planner School was set up to train wedding and event planners and to provide a benchmark of quality that all wedding planners must work to. The School is dedicated to providing its students with the required training and education needed to develop key skills and knowledge in the field. It offers a range of levels and options for study within a supportive and stimulating environment. 

The School runs a part time One-Year High-End Wedding & Event Management and Business Start-Up Programme offering expert mentoring to provide support for those wanting to start their own wedding and events business while learning all about the planning details. The course will start in January 2012, and will include five training sessions with one class held across the North and another across the South (including a venue in Bristol), and monthly telephone mentoring surgeries to guide the trainees through the process of setting up in business. Trainees will plan the exclusive end-of-year fashion party (coinciding with London Fashion Week February 2013), with the opportunity for additional work experience. The course fee is £2850.

Short courses are available from accredited foundation courses for beginners seeking employment or wanting to start their own business, to advanced courses for the more experienced. The Wedding Planner School offers accredited certified taught weekend courses (in a variety of UK cities including Bristol, London, Leeds and Manchester) and Open University-style correspondence courses, which cover all components of successful wedding and event management. Courses cost between £545-£650.  
Weekend courses for the next six months include: 
3rd – 4th March 2012 – London

10th – 11th March 2012 – London (Intermediate)

21st – 22nd April 2012 – Manchester

16th – 17th June 2012 – Bristol

21st – 22nd July 2012 – Swindon

18th – 19th August 2012 – Leeds

20th – 21st October 2012 – London

27th – 28th October 2012 – London (Intermediate)

10th – 11th November 2012 – Bristol

17th – 18th November 2012 – Bristol (Intermediate)
Journalists are welcome to attend a course free of charge or the introductory session of the one-year course.  Please contact us for available dates or see our website. For more information visit www.theweddingplannerschool.org.uk, email admin@theweddingplannerschool.org.uk or phone 0131 208 4177.

The School has launched a research project to find out more about women’s lives, careers, family, weddings (both past and future) and the inspiration they receive from celebs, royalty, TV and films for those weddings, along with their dream jobs and their fantasy wedding party.  Statistics on these are available on request based on a minimum sample of 190 British women.
Wedding Planner School staff are available for further comment and a stock of hi-resolution images are available.
