Top Tips for Making Your Wedding Day Memorable for All the Right Reasons
A recent survey shows what’s important for guests & brides on the big day. The Wedding Planner School, famous for helping new professional wedding planners and giving free advice to brides, conducted the survey with 192  British women and have given their tips to minimise what the guests loathed and maximise what the brides loved.
1. Make the Day Last Longer (10% of brides) – Ensure that you schedule time together as a couple so that you can take it all in and actually remember spending some of the day with each other. To recall the day best of all, a videographer captures more of the real mood and goings-on that the bride and groom don’t get to see. 

2. More Entertainment (8% of brides) – The important thing about entertainment is that it does just that for people of all ages. Make sure that the entertainment is personal to you, but the favourites are live music, caricaturists, table magicians and interactive food such as chocolate fountains or ‘decorate a cupcake’ tables.
3. Better Photographs (6% of brides) – Arrange an appointment with all photographers under consideration and view all of the pictures from several weddings to get a true feel for their style and abilities (as opposed to being shown only the best pictures from lots of different weddings). Ask for testimonials and then make sure that you follow them up.
4. More Help with Planning & Coordinating (5% of brides) – Wedding planners can help with the problems above, apart from adding hours to the day! However they can concentrate on coordinating everything leaving you to enjoy your day with peace of mind.  TheWeddingPlannerSchool.org.uk offers a FREE wedding planning or coordination service for brides nationwide.  Plus, if you are enjoying planning your wedding so much that you want it to last forever, book yourself onto a course to learn how to turn your passion into a successful career as a professional wedding planner.  WPS will give money saving tips, the secrets of profitable careers and how to avoid the problems below!
5. More Guests (5% of brides) – The guest list can be a minefield, especially when sticking to a tight budget. If you feel you need a cut-off point for family invitations make sure that you make it the same generation across the entire family to make it fair. If having loved ones around you is paramount who needs cordon bleu and flowers?  Cut back on frills and see if you can organise an American supper to keep costs low and guest numbers up.  Besides, more guests mean more pressies!
6. Avoid Bad Food (15% of guests) – Do ensure that you have a proper food tasting session when making decisions on the best caterer &/or venue. Assess how the food is presented, how it smells, how the building smells when the food is being cooked and, of course, how it tastes.  Stay on schedule on the day to avoid burning or drying out the dinner.
7. Don’t book a Bad DJ (14% of guests) – Meet with your DJ and highlight the style of songs that you want to be played. Better still give them a complete list of the music that you want to hear, and to involve your guests ask them for their two favourite songs in the invitation RSVP.  If you don’t want cheesy chat between songs tell the DJ in writing before you book.
8. Take care when your Table Plan Splits Family & Friends (12% of guests) – You may have the best of intentions but in many cases family celebrations are the only time relatives can catch up en masse.  Ensure everyone knows at least one other person on their table well, and only split off people who you know can handle a table full of strangers.
9. Don’t Schedule a Long Wait Between Ceremony & Dinner (11% of guests) – Provide drinks & nibbles, along with entertainment to keep your guests fed and amused in the time between the two events, especially if you want them to smile in the photographs! 45-60 minutes is normally sufficient.
10. Don’t let the Bar Run Dry (6% of guests) – Whether you are providing a free bar, or the guests have to pay, ensure that accurate guest numbers are provided so that the drink can keep flowing.  That includes soft drinks for the drivers.
ENDS
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The Wedding Planner School was set up to train wedding and event planners and to provide a benchmark of quality that all wedding planners must work to. The School is dedicated to providing its students with the required training and education needed to develop key skills and knowledge in the field. It offers a range of levels and options for study within a supportive and stimulating environment. From accredited foundation courses for beginners seeking employment or wanting to start their own business, to advanced courses for the more experienced. The Wedding Planner School offers accredited certified taught weekend courses (in a variety of UK cities including Bristol, Bath, London, Leeds, Manchester & Swindon) and Open University-style correspondence courses, which cover all components of successful wedding and event management. Courses cost between £495-£650.
Courses for the next six months include: 

19th – 20th February 2011 – Manchester,

26th – 27th February 2011 – London,

19th – 20th March 2011 – Bristol,

14th – 15th May 2011 – London

21st – 22nd May 2011 – Bristol (Intermediate Level).

Journalists are welcome to attend a course free of charge.  Please contact us for available dates or see our website. For more information visit www.theweddingplannerschool.org.uk, email admin@theweddingplannerschool.org.uk or phone 0131 208 4177.

The School has launched a research project to find out more about women’s lives, careers, family, weddings (both past and future) and the inspiration they receive from celebs, royalty, TV and films for those weddings, along with their dream jobs and their fantasy wedding party.  Statistics on these are available on request based on a minimum sample of 190 British women.
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