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Top Ten Most Inspirational Royal & Celebrity Weddings
A recent survey of 192 British women conducted by The Wedding Planner School looked into the royal and celebrity weddings that were thought to be the biggest inspirations for women thinking about their own wedding. They let us in on the top ten…

Tenth Place – Renee Zellwegger & Kenny Chesney (2005) – A wedding day fit for Bridget Jones, when Renee & Kenny tied the knot in the Virgin Islands with a private ceremony attended by family and close friends and nothing on their feet!
Ninth Place – Princess Caroline of Monaco & Stefano Casiraghi (1983) – Their low-key last-minute nuptials saw them joined by fewer than fifty family and friends. After their civil ceremony they enjoyed their wedding breakfast at Monaco’s Pink Palace.
Eighth Place – Grace Kelly & Prince Rainier III of Monaco (1956) – Princess Caroline’s parents enjoyed a private civil affair, which took place in the throne room of the Palace of Monaco, followed by a religious ceremony held in the Cathedral of Monaco. Although the bride’s ivory gown of silk taffeta and lace, and open-top car ride might provide inspiration, few brides will have thousands of well wishers and end their ceremony with a message from the Pope!
Seventh Place – Victoria ‘Posh Spice’ Adams & David Beckham (1999) – Time to reach for the matrimonial thrones! Posh and Becks were married in Luttrellstown Castle in Ireland, by the Bishop of Cork. OK! Magazine had exclusive access to this ceremony, which saw the couple seated on golden thrones with Victoria wearing a diamond coronet. Reports suggested that a total of 437 staff were hired for the reception, the cost of which was estimated to be £500,000.
Sixth Place – Katie ‘Jordan’ Price & Peter Andre (2005) – Pink, pink, pink! A glass fairytale carriage with pink interior worthy of Cinderella, a foot-high pink crown, pink wedding dress with a corset comprised of pink Swarovski diamonds by the thousand (which reportedly took a team of 12 more than three weeks to sew on by hand), a train exceeding seven yards in length, hand-made ivory shoes for Andre, pink thrones, pink champagne and food served on pink feather platters. Both bride and groom had rings made of princess-cut diamonds. Strict security abounded at the wedding in Highclere Castle, Berkshire, which also featured a duet from the newlyweds as they danced to their recording of the ballad A Whole New World.
Fifth Place – Jennifer Lopez & Marc Anthony (2004) – This couple married at JLo’s home in Beverly Hills, California. The bride wore a Vera Wang gown, and the day had a surprise twist as the guests did not know that it was a wedding they would be attending!
Fourth Place – Nicole Kidman & Keith Urban (2006) – A fairytale cliff-top church wedding with pealing bells in the bride's hometown of Sydney, Australia. The bride arrived in a cream Rolls Royce limousine, with luxury sedans and minibuses for the guests including some Hollywood stars. Nicole wore a flowing white Balenciaga gown and veil, with a white rose bouquet, and Keith donned a black suit and tie with a white rose in his lapel. The groom brought music with him as he serenaded his bride with one of his own songs.

Third Place – Coleen McLoughlin & Wayne Rooney (2008) – Their nuptials took place in Villa Durazzo, a 17th-century palace in the resort of Santa Margherita Ligure on the Italian Riviera. Only a few family members present, along with a translator as the ceremony was performed in Italian by the town’s mayor. Coleen wore a white Marchesa wedding gown (rumoured to have cost £200,000), while Wayne opted for a brown suit, with brown shirt, Prada belt, but no tie. It is believed that the couple held their wedding reception at Cervara, a former gothic abbey above Portofino with stunning sea views. The couple asked for donations to a children’s hospital instead of wedding presents. Controversially, each guest was presented with a box containing a butterfly to be released at the wedding. There was a high security presence as details of the wedding - believed to have cost £5m - were a closely guarded secret as OK! Magazine had exclusive coverage of the wedding in a reported £2.5m deal.
Second Place – Katie Holmes & Tom Cruise (2006) – In front of more than 150 guests Tom and Katie married by candle light at the Odescalchi Castle in Lake Bracciano, Italy. Fashion house Armani were the designers behind the outfits: the bride wore an off-the-shoulder gown, ivory silk train with Valenciennes lace & Swarovski’s beaded crystals, full-length ivory tulle veil, silk ivory shoes and a calla lily bouquet, followed later on by a champagne evening gown. The groom wore a handmade navy blue tuxedo. The couple exchanged white gold Cartier diamond rings, and enjoyed songs from Italian singer Andrea Bocelli. Their wedding cake was five tiers of white chocolate, decorated with marzipan roses and white chocolate chips. 


First Place - Lady Diana Spencer & Prince Charles (1981) – One big guest list, with the invited congregation of 3,500, crowds of 600,000 and an estimated global television audience of 750million. This fairytale wedding took place at St. Paul’s Cathedral with the Archbishop of Canterbury officiating. Lady Diana arrived in the Glass Coach, before heading down the red-carpeted aisle. Her ivory taffeta and antique lace gown was designed by the Emmanuels, and boasted a 25ft train. Prince Charles donned the full dress uniform of a naval commander. After the service they walked back up the aisle to the recessional music of Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance. The bride and groom headed to Buckingham Palace for a private wedding breakfast with 120 family guests, but not before they had taken their place on the balcony for a public royal embrace.
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The Wedding Planner School was set up to train wedding and event planners and to provide a benchmark of quality that all wedding planners must work to. The School is dedicated to providing its students with the required training and education needed to develop key skills and knowledge in the field. It offers a range of levels and options for study within a supportive and stimulating environment. From accredited foundation courses for beginners seeking employment or wanting to start their own business, to advanced courses for the more experienced. The Wedding Planner School offers accredited certified taught weekend courses (in a variety of UK cities including Bristol, Bath, London, Leeds, Manchester & Swindon) and Open University-style correspondence courses, which cover all components of successful wedding and event management. Courses cost between £545-£650.
Courses for the next six months include: 

19th – 20th February 2011 – Manchester,

26th – 27th February 2011 – London,

19th – 20th March 2011 – Bristol,

14th – 15th May 2011 – London

21st – 22nd May 2011 – Bristol (Intermediate Level).

Journalists are welcome to attend a course free of charge.  Please contact us for available dates or see our website. For more information visit www.theweddingplannerschool.org.uk, email admin@theweddingplannerschool.org.uk or phone 0131 208 4177.

The School has launched a research project to find out more about women’s lives, careers, family, weddings (both past and future) and the inspiration they receive from celebs, royalty, TV and films for those weddings, along with their dream jobs and their fantasy wedding party.  Statistics on these are available on request based on a minimum sample of 190 British women.
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