Scottish Themed Wedding Tips
As Patron Saint of Scotland, St. Andrew’s Day is celebrated on 30th November The Wedding Planner School takes inspiration from the Scottish culture to provide you with their top ten tips to give your special day a Scottish feel….

1. Kilts! – Traditional Scottish dress – what Scottish wedding would be complete without them?!
2. Blue & White or Family Tartan – Include the colours of the Scottish flag or if you have a family tartan go all out and use that or sample its colours if you prefer.
3. Haggis – The most famous Scottish dish.  You can served it boiled in the traditional way or presented with a more modern twist: chopped up into a salad or sauce, or even layered in a terrine for a tasty starter.  Take your main course in the form of steamed or grilled Scottish Salmon.  
4. Burns – Rabbie Burns is the perfect Scottish romantic poet for readings during the ceremony, with such classics as ‘My Love is Like a Red, Red Rose’.

5. Gaelic Table Names – If you know your Gaelic consider using it for your table names with ‘gaol’ or ‘gràdh’ (love) for the top table.  Or instead incorporate the stunning landscape into your day with Scottish mountains, such as Ben Nevis, Cairngorm etc.

6. Ceilidh – Traditional Scottish country dancing that will have guests tapping their feet and joining in for some group dancing! It doesn’t involve much coordination so everyone should be able to join in.  Instructions are provided by the caller so that by the end of the evening your guests will know the Bluebell Polka or Eva Three Step backwards or should that be forwards?!
7. Thistles – If you are feeling brave you could incorporate this symbol of Scotland into your bridal bouquet and any floral displays. Alternatively use the emblem on wedding stationery displaying it on invitations and place cards.
8. Luckenbooth Brooch – A traditional token of love given from the groom to his bride during the betrothal.  Wear it on your dress, corsage or even have it adapted use as a hair slide.

9. Piper – If you want everyone to know you have arrived, consider having bag pipes played by a Scottish piper as you walk down the aisle or to mark your entrance at the wedding reception!  
10. Wedding Planner - The Wedding Planner School offers a free graduate wedding planner service for brides nationwide.  If you are enjoying planning your wedding so much you want it to last forever book yourself onto a course to learn how to turn your passion into a successful career, money saving tips and how to avoid nasty surprises!
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The Wedding Planner School was set up to train wedding and event planners and to provide a benchmark of quality that all wedding planners must work to. The School is dedicated to providing its students with the required training and education needed to develop key skills and knowledge in the field. It offers a range of levels and options for study within a supportive and stimulating environment. From accredited foundation courses for beginners seeking employment or wanting to start their own business, to advanced courses for the more experienced. The Wedding Planner School offers accredited certified taught weekend courses (in a variety of UK cities including Bristol, Bath, London, Leeds, Manchester & Swindon) and Open University-style correspondence courses, which cover all components of successful wedding and event management. Courses cost between £495-£650.
Courses for the next six months include: 

19th – 20th February 2011 – Manchester,

26th – 27th February 2011 – London,

19th – 20th March 2011 – Bristol,

14th – 15th May 2011 – London

21st – 22nd May 2011 – Bristol (Intermediate Level).

Journalists are welcome to attend a course free of charge.  Please contact us for available dates or see our website. For more information visit www.theweddingplannerschool.org.uk, email admin@theweddingplannerschool.org.uk or phone 0131 208 4177.

The School has launched a research project to find out more about women’s lives, careers, family, weddings (both past and future) and the inspiration they receive from celebs, royalty, TV and films for those weddings, along with their dream jobs and their fantasy wedding party.  Statistics on these are available on request based on a minimum sample of 190 British women.
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