Traditional English Themed Wedding Tips
St. George’s Day is on the 23rd April so if you are feeling patriotic and want to incorporate some classic English style into your special day here are The Wedding Planner School’s top ten tips….

1. Red & White – The colours of the St. George’s Cross on the English Flag as your colour theme should see that dragons are kept away from your special day! But avoid actual flags unless you want it to look like a football match.  Use bunting and flowers to display the colours.
2. Written Table Plans – Consider using some of England’s best romantic writers for your table names, such as Shakespeare, Bronte and Austen; or perhaps counties and landmarks you’ve visited together.  
3. Red Rose – Place this traditional English emblem in your bouquet.  They can be expensive in and around February and March when stocks are low so contact your florist well in advance or speak to a wedding planner (see below) who should be able to get preferential rates with their suppliers.

4. Wedding Planner - The Wedding Planner School offers a free graduate wedding planner service to help brides create the best celebrations.  Wishing you could plan weddings forever?  Train for a successful career as a wedding and event planner.
5. Beef for Breakfast! – Roast Beef and Yorkshire Pudding is the most traditional English meal and a tasty and inexpensive wedding breakfast.  
6. Sweep your way to a lucky marriage! –  You may know that if the groom shakes hands with a Chimney Sweep, and kisses a new bride, they will receive good luck. The tradition was started around 200 years ago when a London chimney sweep saved King George III by stopping his out-of-control horses and carriage. The King proclaimed by Royal Decree that sweeps were bearers of good luck so with the power vested in them they are able to bestow good luck on newlyweds.

7. Church Bells! – The ringing of bells at a church wedding is quintessentially English so if you are getting married in a Church ensure that you arrange for this to happen.  If you are planning a civil ceremony the registrar may permit you to play recorded bells but do ask.
8. Morris Men! – For quintessential English fun at the reception consider leisurely lawn games, such as croquet and quoits or a performance by some Morris Men.  You could even get brave guests to join in a masterclass! – Remember leaving guests hanging around doing nothing can ruin any wedding.
9. Cream Tea – on arrival at reception there is likely to be some waiting around for photographs so instead of expensive canapés, offer tea and scones to keep guests happy and their hunger at bay.
10. Guard of Honour – On leaving the Church why not make fabulous photographs with a guard of honour to walk through.  Personalise it to suit your professional, for example farmers could have pitchforks adorned with ivy and ribbon, for medics use walking sticks and for the military, ceremonial swords just like St. George would have used to slay the dragon!
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The Wedding Planner School was set up to train wedding and event planners and to provide a benchmark of quality that all wedding planners must work to. The School is dedicated to providing its students with the required training and education needed to develop key skills and knowledge in the field. It offers a range of levels and options for study within a supportive and stimulating environment. From accredited foundation courses for beginners seeking employment or wanting to start their own business, to advanced courses for the more experienced. The Wedding Planner School offers accredited certified taught weekend courses (in a variety of UK cities including Bristol, Bath, London, Leeds, Manchester & Swindon) and Open University-style correspondence courses, which cover all components of successful wedding and event management. Courses cost between £495-£650.
Courses for the next six months include: 

19th – 20th February 2011 – Manchester,

26th – 27th February 2011 – London,

19th – 20th March 2011 – Bristol,

14th – 15th May 2011 – London

21st – 22nd May 2011 – Bristol (Intermediate Level).

Journalists are welcome to attend a course free of charge.  Please contact us for available dates or see our website. For more information visit www.theweddingplannerschool.org.uk, email admin@theweddingplannerschool.org.uk or phone 0131 208 4177.

The School has launched a research project to find out more about women’s lives, careers, family, weddings (both past and future) and the inspiration they receive from celebs, royalty, TV and films for those weddings, along with their dream jobs and their fantasy wedding party.  Statistics on these are available on request based on a minimum sample of 190 British women.

Wedding Planner School staff are available for further comment and a stock of hi-resolution images are available.
