Chinese Theme Wedding Tips – New Year 3rd February 2011
As the Chinese Spring Festival (New Year) is upon us The Wedding Planner School takes inspiration to provide you with their top ten tips to give your wedding a Chinese twist….
1. Chopsticks – Food and entertainment in one! Use chopsticks for the wedding breakfast whilst providing knives and forks for those guests who can’t master them but would still like to eat! Alternatively use decorative chopsticks to pin sophisticated hair styles in place.

2. Rabbit – 2011 is the Chinese Year of the Rabbit. To make your favours personal why not tailor them to your guests’ year of birth (if they are happy to divulge!).

3. Double Happiness – Use Chinese words & symbols associated with love for your table names. The top table using the double happiness symbol each half being the standard character for happiness, written "hsi" or "xi,". Therefore, two "hsi" graphs together represent the wish for happiness for the two young newlyweds. The double happiness graph is a special Chinese character used for marital happiness and is not used in regular Chinese writing. Make sure you provide any translations too so that guests can find their seats easily! Alternatively name them after famous Chinese locations such as Beijing, Shanghai etc.

4. Wedding Planner - The Wedding Planner School offers a free graduate wedding planner service for brides nationwide.  If you are enjoying planning your wedding so much you want it to last forever book yourself onto a course to learn how to turn your passion into a successful career, money saving tips and how to avoid nasty surprises!
5. Chinese Lanterns – Move away from the floating variety and traditional floral decorations with Chinese lanterns lighting your venue for a new, atmospheric twist.
6. Time for Tea – Serve tea at your reception. Tea is China’s national drink and serving it to the groom’s family at the Chinese Wedding Tea Ceremony is a sign of respect. In return, the newlyweds receive lucky red envelopes stuffed with money or jewelry. The tea is served with two lotus seeds or two red dates in the cup as the words “lotus” and “year,” “seed” and “child,” and “date” and “early,” are homophones, i.e. they have the same sound but different meanings in Chinese. The ancient Chinese believed that putting these items in the tea would help the newlyweds produce children, and grandchildren for their parents, early in their marriage and every year. This is also ideal for guests who cannot drink alcohol.
7. Gong – An effective way to announce that the wedding breakfast is about to commence!
8. Opulent Colours – Bring some rich, bright colours to your wedding by incorporating gold, red or blue into the colour scheme.
9. Spring Couplets – These are traditionally written with black ink on red paper and are hung on shopfronts in the month before the New Year’s Day to express best wishes and fortune for the coming year. Give your stationery the Chinese feel by doing the same with black on red. Alternatively use traditional Chinese symbols such as dragons, birds or flowers. 

10. Chinese Dress – An opportunity to dress your bridesmaids in a colour that suits them but still ensures that they look similar by having contemporary Chinese style dresses.
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The Wedding Planner School was set up to train wedding and event planners and to provide a benchmark of quality that all wedding planners must work to. The School is dedicated to providing its students with the required training and education needed to develop key skills and knowledge in the field. It offers a range of levels and options for study within a supportive and stimulating environment. From accredited foundation courses for beginners seeking employment or wanting to start their own business, to advanced courses for the more experienced. The Wedding Planner School offers accredited certified taught weekend courses (in a variety of UK cities including Bristol, Bath, London, Leeds, Manchester & Swindon) and Open University-style correspondence courses, which cover all components of successful wedding and event management. Courses cost between £495-£650.
Courses for the next six months include: 

19th – 20th February 2011 – Manchester,

26th – 27th February 2011 – London,

19th – 20th March 2011 – Bristol,

14th – 15th May 2011 – London

21st – 22nd May 2011 – Bristol (Intermediate Level).

Journalists are welcome to attend a course free of charge.  Please contact us for available dates or see our website. For more information visit www.theweddingplannerschool.org.uk, email admin@theweddingplannerschool.org.uk or phone 0131 208 4177.

The School has launched a research project to find out more about women’s lives, careers, family, weddings (both past and future) and the inspiration they receive from celebs, royalty, TV and films for those weddings, along with their dream jobs and their fantasy wedding party.  Statistics on these are available on request based on a minimum sample of 190 British women.

Wedding Planner School staff are available for further comment and a stock of hi-resolution images are available.
